
�������� ����SEVEN�DIVINE�PROVIDENCES�

SCORE�FOUR�UNLIKELY�SUCCESSES�

������ ��IN�TWO�BIGGEST�TEXTBOOK�MARKETS�
A great leap forward: 

Californians to see new books 
 

EVERYDAY's Texas doomsday; 
editor judgment curbed 

 

Local option on sex ed  
neuters condom lobby 

 

      the MEL GABLERS'''' 
  Educ^tion^l Rese^rch @n^lysts NewsletterEduc^tion^l Rese^rch @n^lysts NewsletterEduc^tion^l Rese^rch @n^lysts NewsletterEduc^tion^l Rese^rch @n^lysts Newsletter    
!

PO Box 7518 • Longview, TX 75607 • 903/753-5993 • fax 903/753-8424 • www.TextbookReviews.org • Info@TextbookReviews.org • May 2008
 

 

 
 
 �

 
 

ood ood ood ood times rolled of late times rolled of late times rolled of late times rolled of late     
    as as as as fourfourfourfour    textbook projects textbook projects textbook projects textbook projects     

with with with with muchmuchmuchmuch national national national national    significancesignificancesignificancesignificance        
wonwonwonwon in  in  in  in California and TexaCalifornia and TexaCalifornia and TexaCalifornia and Texassss.  .  .  .      
CaliCaliCaliCaliforniaforniaforniafornia    demodemodemodemocratized futurecratized futurecratized futurecratized future        
state textbook adopstate textbook adopstate textbook adopstate textbook adoptions bytions bytions bytions by        
requirrequirrequirrequiring publishers to post ing publishers to post ing publishers to post ing publishers to post their their their their annualannualannualannual        
subsubsubsubmismismismissions online for all to sions online for all to sions online for all to sions online for all to scanscanscanscan    –––– a  a  a  a hugehugehugehuge    
stepstepstepstep, because , because , because , because to to to to ininininfluencefluencefluencefluence    a state's a state's a state's a state's texttexttexttextbook book book book 
CONTENTCONTENTCONTENTCONTENT you must first open up its textbook  you must first open up its textbook  you must first open up its textbook  you must first open up its textbook 
apapapapproval proval proval proval PROCESSPROCESSPROCESSPROCESS....        PlusPlusPlusPlus f f f for the first time in or the first time in or the first time in or the first time in a a a a 
quarter centuryquarter centuryquarter centuryquarter century, Texas , Texas , Texas , Texas turnturnturnturned ed ed ed down down down down a maa maa maa major jor jor jor 
companycompanycompanycompany's s s s book, spurnbook, spurnbook, spurnbook, spurning ing ing ing minor overnightminor overnightminor overnightminor overnight    
coscoscoscosmetic tweaks, a move sure to revermetic tweaks, a move sure to revermetic tweaks, a move sure to revermetic tweaks, a move sure to reverberate berate berate berate 
elelelelsesesesewhere. where. where. where.     Texas Texas Texas Texas also also also also fended off a ruse fended off a ruse fended off a ruse fended off a ruse to to to to 
void local void local void local void local judgment onjudgment onjudgment onjudgment on contracep contracep contracep contraception info in tion info in tion info in tion info in 
Health Health Health Health classesclassesclassesclasses.  .  .  .  And atAnd atAnd atAnd at the same time the same time the same time the same time, , , , Texas Texas Texas Texas 
rightlyrightlyrightlyrightly    shifted control shifted control shifted control shifted control overoveroverover    rrrreinforcement of einforcement of einforcement of einforcement of 
student learning student learning student learning student learning in textbooks in textbooks in textbooks in textbooks from editors to from editors to from editors to from editors to 
its elected State Board of Educits elected State Board of Educits elected State Board of Educits elected State Board of Educationationationation (SBOE) (SBOE) (SBOE) (SBOE)....    
 

California was our longest, California was our longest, California was our longest, California was our longest, toughesttoughesttoughesttoughest,,,,    costlicostlicostlicostliest est est est 
ventureventureventureventure    ever.  Getting review copies of textever.  Getting review copies of textever.  Getting review copies of textever.  Getting review copies of text----
books there books there books there books there waswaswaswas as  as  as  as hardhardhardhard as Mel and Norma  as Mel and Norma  as Mel and Norma  as Mel and Norma 
found it in Texas in the 1960s.  found it in Texas in the 1960s.  found it in Texas in the 1960s.  found it in Texas in the 1960s.  WeWeWeWe    did did did did use use use use 
methodsmethodsmethodsmethods they honed to  they honed to  they honed to  they honed to betterbetterbetterbetter    our our our our oddoddoddoddssss. . . . 
Still,Still,Still,Still, we would have fa we would have fa we would have fa we would have failed iled iled iled savesavesavesave for  for  for  for multiplemultiplemultiplemultiple    
divinedivinedivinedivine providences providences providences providences::::        We just happenWe just happenWe just happenWe just happened to ed to ed to ed to 
find find find find a waya waya waya way    to to to to getgetgetget the books.   the books.   the books.   the books.  TheyTheyTheyThey just hap just hap just hap just hap----
penpenpenpened to be ed to be ed to be ed to be U.S. History textsU.S. History textsU.S. History textsU.S. History texts, , , , always rich in always rich in always rich in always rich in 
factual errors. factual errors. factual errors. factual errors.     CaliCaliCaliCalifornia just hapfornia just hapfornia just hapfornia just happened to pened to pened to pened to 
be under court order to revamp be under court order to revamp be under court order to revamp be under court order to revamp regulationregulationregulationregulations s s s 
we neededwe neededwe neededwe needed changed. changed. changed. changed.        ItItItIts s s s DDDDepartepartepartepartment of ment of ment of ment of 
Education Education Education Education balked at ourbalked at ourbalked at ourbalked at our request … until request … until request … until request … until the the the the    
State Board of EducaState Board of EducaState Board of EducaState Board of Educationtiontiontion    grantedgrantedgrantedgranted it it it it.  .  .  .  (Read (Read (Read (Read 
of that underof that underof that underof that under    "SacraSacraSacraSacramento Dmento Dmento Dmento Dramaramaramarama"    insinsinsinsideideideide....)  )  )  )  
GodGodGodGod    has brought tohas brought tohas brought tohas brought tooooo    many improbabilitiesmany improbabilitiesmany improbabilitiesmany improbabilities    
to passto passto passto pass,,,,    to to to to staystaystaystay now the m now the m now the m now the momentumomentumomentumomentum of of of of this  this  this  this 
HHHHis missiois missiois missiois mission n n n of mercy of mercy of mercy of mercy to to to to CaliforniaCaliforniaCaliforniaCalifornia schools schools schools schools....    

Texas'Texas'Texas'Texas'    resresresresoundingoundingoundingounding    "naynaynaynay" to 3 to 3 to 3 to 3rdrdrdrd        
grade grade grade grade Everyday MathEveryday MathEveryday MathEveryday Math    in in in in 2222007007007007    

    –––– for reasons on page  for reasons on page  for reasons on page  for reasons on page 2222    here here here here ––––        
shocked shocked shocked shocked the publisherthe publisherthe publisherthe publisher, rocked , rocked , rocked , rocked     

"progressprogressprogressprogressives,ives,ives,ives," and blocked and blocked and blocked and blocked sales  sales  sales  sales     
everyeveryeveryeverywherewherewherewhere,,,,    forforforfor    rivalrivalrivalrivals s s s will will will will trumtrumtrumtrumpetpetpetpet        

Texas' Texas' Texas' Texas' rrrreeeejectionjectionjectionjection.  Behi.  Behi.  Behi.  Behind it lay nd it lay nd it lay nd it lay yet yet yet yet another another another another 
providenceprovidenceprovidenceprovidence....  At the final SBOE vote, one   At the final SBOE vote, one   At the final SBOE vote, one   At the final SBOE vote, one 
member was absentmember was absentmember was absentmember was absent, another, another, another, another abstained abstained abstained abstained. . . .     
ThusThusThusThus the seven textbook the seven textbook the seven textbook the seven textbook reformers won reformers won reformers won reformers won, , , , 

exorcising thisexorcising thisexorcising thisexorcising this festering malaise festering malaise festering malaise festering malaise, because i, because i, because i, because in n n n 
math as in math as in math as in math as in sex ed and sex ed and sex ed and sex ed and nonnonnonnon----phonics reading, phonics reading, phonics reading, phonics reading, 
destructivists minimize destructivists minimize destructivists minimize destructivists minimize trtrtrtradiadiadiaditiontiontiontional algorithmsal algorithmsal algorithmsal algorithms    

////standard rulesstandard rulesstandard rulesstandard rules and  and  and  and encourageencourageencourageencourage students to  students to  students to  students to 
inventinventinventinvent    their own dystheir own dystheir own dystheir own dysfufufufunctionctionctionctional alternanal alternanal alternanal alternativtivtivtiveseseses....        

MMMMany any any any rankrankrankrank----andandandand----file file file file classroom teachclassroom teachclassroom teachclassroom teachersersersers,,,,    who who who who 
actually make actually make actually make actually make local local local local textbooktextbooktextbooktextbook----adoptionadoptionadoptionadoption deci deci deci deci----
sionssionssionssions,,,,    welcome welcome welcome welcome hard data that hard data that hard data that hard data that quantifyquantifyquantifyquantify    such such such such 

bad pedagogybad pedagogybad pedagogybad pedagogy, like , like , like , like ourourourour    comparison chart for comparison chart for comparison chart for comparison chart for 
3333rdrdrdrd grade Math pro grade Math pro grade Math pro grade Math programgramgramgramssss    on page 5on page 5on page 5on page 5 within within within within....        

 

SimultaneouslySimultaneouslySimultaneouslySimultaneously, Texas reined in editors in , Texas reined in editors in , Texas reined in editors in , Texas reined in editors in 
general and the congeneral and the congeneral and the congeneral and the condom lobby in particdom lobby in particdom lobby in particdom lobby in particular.  ular.  ular.  ular.  

IIIIf textbooks include good f textbooks include good f textbooks include good f textbooks include good datadatadatadata, they often , they often , they often , they often 
failfailfailfail t t t toooo    buildbuildbuildbuild mastery  mastery  mastery  mastery of it of it of it of it withwithwithwith end end end end----ofofofof----sectionsectionsectionsection    

review exercises, endreview exercises, endreview exercises, endreview exercises, end----ofofofof----chapter acchapter acchapter acchapter activitivitivitivities, ties, ties, ties, 
and unit tests.  Hand unit tests.  Hand unit tests.  Hand unit tests.  Heeeence tnce tnce tnce the he he he SBOESBOESBOESBOE    toldtoldtoldtold    editoreditoreditoreditors s s s 

totototo    fixfixfixfix th th th thatatatat.  .  .  .  ProvidentiallyProvidentiallyProvidentiallyProvidentially, a publisher, a publisher, a publisher, a publisher    gavegavegavegave    usususus    
his his his his plan to plan to plan to plan to atatatatttttackackackack this this this this, , , , in plenty of time forin plenty of time forin plenty of time forin plenty of time for us us us us    
totototo    foilfoilfoilfoil it.   it.   it.   it.  Meanwhile,Meanwhile,Meanwhile,Meanwhile,    a new a new a new a new actactactact    said said said said student student student student 
texttexttexttexts as well as s as well as s as well as s as well as tttteacher's eacher's eacher's eacher's eeeeditions must cover ditions must cover ditions must cover ditions must cover 
course standards.course standards.course standards.course standards.  That   That   That   That was a was a was a was a condomcondomcondomcondom----lobby lobby lobby lobby 

stealth bid to stealth bid to stealth bid to stealth bid to forceforceforceforce    birthbirthbirthbirth----control control control control instruction instruction instruction instruction 
into into into into Health Health Health Health classesclassesclassesclasses....  Texas  Texas  Texas  Texas'''' curriculum  curriculum  curriculum  curriculum seems seems seems seems 

totototo    mandate mandate mandate mandate thisthisthisthis.  But state law.  But state law.  But state law.  But state law, which, which, which, which trumps  trumps  trumps  trumps 
thatthatthatthat, , , , clearly clearly clearly clearly leaveleaveleaveleavessss    such such such such inclusioninclusioninclusioninclusion    up toup toup toup to lo lo lo local cal cal cal 

choicechoicechoicechoice....        Again providentiallyAgain providentiallyAgain providentiallyAgain providentially    wise wise wise wise totototo the  the  the  the 
ploy, ploy, ploy, ploy, SBOESBOESBOESBOE heroes heroes heroes heroes    ruledruledruledruled    that that that that ccccontraception ontraception ontraception ontraception 
infoinfoinfoinfo    would would would would remain optionalremain optionalremain optionalremain optional    in Health in Health in Health in Health texttexttexttextssss....    

GGGG

This is the Lord's doing; it is marvelous in our eyes. – Psalm 118:23 

 


