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    ––––    the right the right the right the right ––––iiii    
To To To To upgradeupgradeupgradeupgrade    textbook textbook textbook textbook CONTENTCONTENTCONTENTCONTENT,,,,    firstfirstfirstfirst    stopstopstopstop    textbook approvaltextbook approvaltextbook approvaltextbook approval    PROCESSPROCESSPROCESSPROCESSESESESES    fromfromfromfrom    rrrrestrictestrictestrictestrictinginginging    

pupupupubbbbliclicliclic    access to submitted samplesaccess to submitted samplesaccess to submitted samplesaccess to submitted samples. . . .     ProcessProcessProcessProcess----reform reform reform reform dwarfdwarfdwarfdwarfs all else, s all else, s all else, s all else, for for for for onlyonlyonlyonly    freefreefreefree    access access access access to to to to 

such such such such itemsitemsitemsitems    allows real mastery ofallows real mastery ofallows real mastery ofallows real mastery of    their their their their contentcontentcontentcontent.  .  .  .  The First Amendment The First Amendment The First Amendment The First Amendment protectprotectprotectprotects the right s the right s the right s the right totototo    

petitionpetitionpetitionpetition....        Its eIts eIts eIts effective exercise ffective exercise ffective exercise ffective exercise on new textbookson new textbookson new textbookson new textbooks    dedededemands mands mands mands reasonablereasonablereasonablereasonable    time time time time ––––    ideally about ideally about ideally about ideally about 

180 days 180 days 180 days 180 days ––––    for full examination for full examination for full examination for full examination far enough far enough far enough far enough aheadaheadaheadahead    ofofofof    faculty textbook selection comfaculty textbook selection comfaculty textbook selection comfaculty textbook selection committee mittee mittee mittee 

votesvotesvotesvotes    to to to to prepareprepareprepareprepare    knowledgeableknowledgeableknowledgeableknowledgeable    commentscommentscommentscomments    concerningconcerningconcerningconcerning    themthemthemthem.  .  .  .  ToToToTo    petitionerpetitionerpetitionerpetitioners s s s withwithwithwith    nornornornormal mal mal mal 

workworkworkworkdaysdaysdaysdays    that meansthat meansthat meansthat means    afterafterafterafter----hours hours hours hours homehomehomehome----studystudystudystudy    in evenings andin evenings andin evenings andin evenings and/or/or/or/or    on weekon weekon weekon weekends.ends.ends.ends.            
    

    ––––    the wrong the wrong the wrong the wrong ––––iiii    
AAAApproval processpproval processpproval processpproval processeseseses    mustmustmustmust    be be be be DEMOCRATICDEMOCRATICDEMOCRATICDEMOCRATIC    and and and and OPENOPENOPENOPEN, very unlike, very unlike, very unlike, very unlike    the contrived scarcity of the contrived scarcity of the contrived scarcity of the contrived scarcity of 

opportunity to analyze new textbooks that parents often face whopportunity to analyze new textbooks that parents often face whopportunity to analyze new textbooks that parents often face whopportunity to analyze new textbooks that parents often face when school administrators en school administrators en school administrators en school administrators 

exhibitexhibitexhibitexhibit    them in campus officesthem in campus officesthem in campus officesthem in campus offices    onlyonlyonlyonly....        This This This This compelscompelscompelscompels    absence from onabsence from onabsence from onabsence from one'se'se'se's    jobjobjobjob    totototo    view sview sview sview sampleampleampleamplessss    

mademademademade    artificially and artificially and artificially and artificially and arbitrarily remotearbitrarily remotearbitrarily remotearbitrarily remote    by bureaucratic by bureaucratic by bureaucratic by bureaucratic hoardinghoardinghoardinghoarding....        It It It It unduly burdens strict unduly burdens strict unduly burdens strict unduly burdens strict 

scrutiny by interested persons prior to closure, scrutiny by interested persons prior to closure, scrutiny by interested persons prior to closure, scrutiny by interested persons prior to closure, ununununjustifiabjustifiabjustifiabjustifiably complicately complicately complicately complicates s s s deepdeepdeepdeep    taxpayertaxpayertaxpayertaxpayer    

study beforestudy beforestudy beforestudy before    purchase, purchase, purchase, purchase, subtlsubtlsubtlsubtly muzzles popular involvementy muzzles popular involvementy muzzles popular involvementy muzzles popular involvement.  That.  That.  That.  That    de factode factode factode facto    abridgmentabridgmentabridgmentabridgment    of of of of 

thethethethe    right right right right totototo    petitionpetitionpetitionpetition    constitutesconstitutesconstitutesconstitutes    an an an an UNDEMOCRATICUNDEMOCRATICUNDEMOCRATICUNDEMOCRATIC    and and and and CLOSEDCLOSEDCLOSEDCLOSED    aaaapproval processpproval processpproval processpproval process....            
    

    ––––    the curethe curethe curethe cure    ––––iiii    
EEEEducrats ducrats ducrats ducrats must must must must disgorge this theidisgorge this theidisgorge this theidisgorge this their r r r functionafunctionafunctionafunctional vetol vetol vetol veto    throttlthrottlthrottlthrottlinginginging    informed informed informed informed citizencitizencitizencitizen    testimonytestimonytestimonytestimony    on on on on     

textbook approvalstextbook approvalstextbook approvalstextbook approvals.  .  .  .  IIIIn n n n ourourourour    transparenttransparenttransparenttransparent    ageageageage    it is unconscionable it is unconscionable it is unconscionable it is unconscionable thatthatthatthat    anyone anyone anyone anyone anywhereanywhereanywhereanywhere    

enjoyenjoyenjoyenjoy    any less any less any less any less tttthan Texanshan Texanshan Texanshan Texans    thethethetheiriririr    vestedvestedvestedvested    constitutional constitutional constitutional constitutional right to right to right to right to thoroughthoroughthoroughthoroughly vet ly vet ly vet ly vet submissionssubmissionssubmissionssubmissions    

and thus meaningfuland thus meaningfuland thus meaningfuland thus meaningfullylylyly    petitionpetitionpetitionpetition....        TTTTEXASEXASEXASEXAS''''    RULESRULESRULESRULES    (see below) (see below) (see below) (see below) modmodmodmodel enlightened policy hereel enlightened policy hereel enlightened policy hereel enlightened policy here.  .  .  .  

PPPPublishersublishersublishersublishers    whwhwhwho o o o balk atbalk atbalk atbalk at    posting posting posting posting TTTTEACHER'S EDITIONSEACHER'S EDITIONSEACHER'S EDITIONSEACHER'S EDITIONS    onlineonlineonlineonline    for for for for allallallall    totototo    seeseeseesee    durdurdurduringinginging    apapapapproval proval proval proval 

procesprocesprocesprocessssseseseses    elsewhereelsewhereelsewhereelsewhere,,,,    alreadyalreadyalreadyalready    sosososo    display somedisplay somedisplay somedisplay some    of themof themof themof them    for Texasfor Texasfor Texasfor Texas    under these under these under these under these mandatemandatemandatemandatessss    

nownownownow....        OtOtOtOther stateher stateher stateher statessss    and/and/and/and/or individual school districtsor individual school districtsor individual school districtsor individual school districts    dedededeserveserveserveserve    equal disclosureequal disclosureequal disclosureequal disclosure....    
    

    ––––    the the the the regsregsregsregs    ––––iiii    
""""(c) Two sample copies of the student and teacher components of each instructional materials (c) Two sample copies of the student and teacher components of each instructional materials (c) Two sample copies of the student and teacher components of each instructional materials (c) Two sample copies of the student and teacher components of each instructional materials 

submission shall be filed with each of the 20 regional education service centers (ESCs)submission shall be filed with each of the 20 regional education service centers (ESCs)submission shall be filed with each of the 20 regional education service centers (ESCs)submission shall be filed with each of the 20 regional education service centers (ESCs)    ....  ....  ....  ....  

These samples shall be available for public review.  Publishers of IntThese samples shall be available for public review.  Publishers of IntThese samples shall be available for public review.  Publishers of IntThese samples shall be available for public review.  Publishers of Interneterneterneternet----based instructional based instructional based instructional based instructional 

content submitted for review shall provide the ESCs with appropriate information, such as content submitted for review shall provide the ESCs with appropriate information, such as content submitted for review shall provide the ESCs with appropriate information, such as content submitted for review shall provide the ESCs with appropriate information, such as     

locator and login information and passwords, required to ensure publiclocator and login information and passwords, required to ensure publiclocator and login information and passwords, required to ensure publiclocator and login information and passwords, required to ensure public    access to their access to their access to their access to their     

programs throughout the review periodprograms throughout the review periodprograms throughout the review periodprograms throughout the review period....""""    
19 Texas Administrative Code, Chapter 66, Subchapter B, §66.54(c)  [italics added] 
 

""""(b) Public access to samples. (b) Public access to samples. (b) Public access to samples. (b) Public access to samples.     

""""(1) One sample of all instructional materials under consideration for adoption shall be retained in (1) One sample of all instructional materials under consideration for adoption shall be retained in (1) One sample of all instructional materials under consideration for adoption shall be retained in (1) One sample of all instructional materials under consideration for adoption shall be retained in 

each ESC for review by interested persons ....  each ESC for review by interested persons ....  each ESC for review by interested persons ....  each ESC for review by interested persons ....  Any additional samples shall be made available Any additional samples shall be made available Any additional samples shall be made available Any additional samples shall be made available 

to be checked out according to rules established by each ESC to be checked out according to rules established by each ESC to be checked out according to rules established by each ESC to be checked out according to rules established by each ESC based on demand.  Appropriate based on demand.  Appropriate based on demand.  Appropriate based on demand.  Appropriate 

information, such as locator and login information and passwords, shall be made available by information, such as locator and login information and passwords, shall be made available by information, such as locator and login information and passwords, shall be made available by information, such as locator and login information and passwords, shall be made available by 

the ESCs to ensure public access to Internetthe ESCs to ensure public access to Internetthe ESCs to ensure public access to Internetthe ESCs to ensure public access to Internet----based instructional content throughout the review based instructional content throughout the review based instructional content throughout the review based instructional content throughout the review 

period. period. period. period.     

"(2)(2)(2)(2)    Regional ESCs shall Regional ESCs shall Regional ESCs shall Regional ESCs shall ensure reasonable public access to sample instructional materials, including ensure reasonable public access to sample instructional materials, including ensure reasonable public access to sample instructional materials, including ensure reasonable public access to sample instructional materials, including 

access outside of normal working hours that shall be scheduled by appointment.access outside of normal working hours that shall be scheduled by appointment.access outside of normal working hours that shall be scheduled by appointment.access outside of normal working hours that shall be scheduled by appointment.""""    
19 Texas Administrative Code, Chapter 66, Subchapter B, §66.57(b)(1)&(2)  [italics added] 


